
 
 

SUMNER COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

MAY 28, 2013 
5:00 P.M. 

 
 

       SUMNER COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
355 N. BELVEDERE DRIVE 
COMMISSION CHAMBERS 
GALLATIN, TN.  37066 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:     MEMBERS ABSENT:                                                                                               
LUTHER BRATTON, CHAIRMAN      CHRIS HUGHES 
JOE MATTHEWS, VICE-CHAIRMAN 
MIKE HONEYCUTT 
JIM WILLIAMS 

       JERRY KIRBY 
       TOM TUCKER 
       BILLY GEMINDEN 
 
       STAFF PRESENT: 
       RODNEY JOYNER, COUNTY PLANNER 

 LISA DUNAGAN-DIORIO, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 RACHAEL IVIE, REGIONAL PLANNER-GNRC 
 LEAH MAY DENNEN, COUNTY ATTORNEY 
 

 MOTION FOR APPROVAL OF THE APRIL 16, 2013 SPECIAL CALLED MINUTES 
AND APRIL 23, 2013 PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES BY MR. WILLIAMS, 
SECONDED BY MR. GEMINDEN. 
 
 

Mr. Joyner explained that an applicant that has been deferred has requested to be 
placed back on the agenda. 

 
Mr. Joyner explained why several items were deferred tonight.  They did not meet the 
deadline re-submittal date.  We will work with the applicants if we are notified that 
there is a problem. 
 
Chairman Bratton stated that we do not want to set a precedent tonight by adding to 
the agenda a deferred item. 
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There was discussion. 
 
Motion by Mr. Geminden to add back to the agenda two items that are deferred, 
Brian Harper Subdivision Final Plat and Holleman Hydro Seeding Site Plan, seconded 
by Mr. Tucker.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
 

1.  DEFFERED -THE BRIAN HARPER SUBDIVISION-FINAL PLAT-(4TH COUNTY 
COMMISSION DISTRICT)-REPRESENTED BY BRUCE RAINEY: Applicant is requesting final 
plat approval of 3 lots on Brinkley Branch Road.  Subject property contains 6.42 acres, 
is on tax map 101, parcel 44, and is zoned R1A. 
 
Mr. Joyner stated that there was not an overview presentation for this project due to 
time constraints and this plat being deferred.  He explained that he looked at the 
corrected plat this evening and all of the staff comments had been addressed. 
 
There was discussion. 
 
Mr. Honeycutt stated he felt uncomfortable with voting on this without staff having 
adequate time to review.   
 
Mr. Joyner stated that he did not feel that there was anything out of the ordinary and 
there were not a lot of staff comments, but were typical. 
 
Chairman Bratton stated that we might look at some type of language that states that 
this body does not have to look at subdivisions that contain 5 lots or less with no 
improvements. 
 
Mr. Joyner stated if it is a 3 to 5 lots subdivision it must come before the Planning 
Commission for approval but is not required to submit engineering drawings according 
to our Subdivision Regulations. 
 
There was discussion. 
 
Motion for approval by Mr. Matthews, seconded by Mr. Geminden.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
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2.DEFFERED- HOLLEMAN HYDRO SEEDING-SITE PLAN-(3 rd COUNTY COMMISSION 
DISTRICT) REPRESENTED BY BRUCE RAINEY-Applicant is requesting site plan approval.  
Subject property is located on Hwy 31-E and Sideview Road, is on tax map 90, parcel 
3.13, contains 2.73 acres and is zoned CA. 
 
Mr. Joyner presented a partial overview presentation with information that was 
available.  This will have two entrances and this does meet all of the parking 
requirements.  He explained that this is a nursery and they do on-site hydro seeding. All 
of the staff comments had been addressed.   
 
There was discussion. 
 
Chairman Bratton asked if this operation was seasonal. 
 
Mr. Rainey stated that he told the architect that before any sign is placed at this site, the 
applicant must provide more data to the county such as hours and days of operation 
and the type of sign that is being proposed. 
 
Motion for approval by Mr. Geminden, seconded by Mr. Kirby.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
 
Chairman Bratton explained that we will be seeing more paving alternatives in the 
future.  He asked if Mr. Joyner would provide this body with several other examples of 
paving alternatives and inform us on which ones he feels comfortable with. 
 
 
3.DIXON SUBDIVISION-FINAL PLAT-(3RD COUNTY COMMISSION DISTRICT)-
REPRESENTED BY JOSEPH HOLLAND: Applicant is requesting final plat approval of 4 lots 
on Cairo Road and S. Wrights Lane.  Subject property is on tax map 127, parcel 79, 80, 
and 81, and is zoned R1A. 
 
Mr. Joyner gave an overview presentation.  This property is in the Gallatin Urban 
Growth boundary.  All staff comments had been addressed.   
 
There was discussion. 
 
Motion for approval by Mr. Matthews, seconded by Mr. Honeycutt.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
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4. DEFERRED  TOWER HILL-FINAL PLAT-PHASE THREE-( 7th COUNTY COMMISSION 
DISTRICT)-REPRESENTED BY CHERRY LAND SURVEYING-Applicant is requesting final 
plat approval of 20 lots on Tower Hill Lane and Atherton Court.  Subject property is on 
tax map 123, parcel 46, contains 8.899 acres, and is zoned LDRPUD. 
 
Mr. Randy Perry was present to state that he was not aware of the deferral. 
He asked that we add Tower Hill back onto the agenda. 
 
Motion to add Tower Hill back on the agenda by Mr. Honeycutt, seconded by Mr. 
Geminden.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Matthews stated he had reservations about voting on the application. 
 
Mr. Joyner stated that due to the deferral, he does not have an overview presentation 
prepared and has not seen the corrected copies of the final plat.   
 
Mr. Joyner stated that from a planning standpoint the comments were minor but could 
not speak for the engineering comments.  The engineering consultant, who had been 
present at the meeting earlier, left the meeting.  Mr. Joyner explained to the body there 
were some engineering comments that were not addressed on a previous phase that 
may affect the entire development, but without updated engineering drawings & 
comments, it’s hard to know.   
 
Mr. Perry asked if he could receive plat approval contingent upon receiving engineering 
approval. 
 
Mr. Williams stated that he felt this twenty (20) lot subdivision is a lot different situation 
than the 4 lot subdivision discussed earlier this evening. 
 
Mr. Matthews stated he was excited that our builders are getting to build again.  There 
is a big difference in a three (3) lot subdivision than a twenty (20) lot subdivision. We do 
not want to set a precedent in the future.  He stated that he has some reservations 
about voting on a subdivision without having all the pertinent data in front of him. 
 
Mr. Tucker explained that he also has reservations  about voting on this development,  
when we did not received these plats in our packet due to the fact that this was 
deferred therefore we had no time to study this thoroughly,  he felt this would be a 
reflection on this body.   
 
Mr. Perry stated that we have not received our engineering comments from Mr. Rainey.  
Is there a way to separate the plat from the engineering documents?  
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Chairman Bratton told Mr. Perry that he understood what he is saying.  This is an 
internal situation that this body was not aware of, but will be discussed.  He apologized 
if there was a problem. 
 
There was extensive discussion. 
 
Mr. Perry stated that he still wanted to maintain the DEFFERAL for this subdivision. 
 
Other Business:    
 
 
Rachael Ivie with GNRC gave a presentation to the Planning Commission regarding the 
content of Senate Bill 279 as it relates to annexations by municipalities within 
Tennessee. 
 
There was discussion. 
 

 
Due to number of plats that were deferred this month and then the applicants asking 
this body to place them back on the agenda, Chairman Bratton asked Mr. Joyner to 
take a look at our policies, procedures and turnaround times and report back to this 
body next month. 
 
Mr. Joyner stated that he has not had any real issues with plats being submitted late 
until this time.  When you have a twenty (20) or thirty (30) lot subdivision,  
this requires more review,  just the nature of the beast.  He explained the plat 
procedures and policies to the body.   When you do not have an engineer on staff and 
you have a consultant, there could be issues.  Mr. Joyner stated that he would look at 
this matter and see what if anything could be changed.   
 
Mr. Honeycutt stated that it puts us in a tough situation to have what happened 
tonight, and we must be careful.  Mr. Honeycutt stated that he did respect the 
deadlines.  It makes it more difficult not to have an engineer on staff. 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 


