




SUMNER COUNTY ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
MINUTES
JULY 9, 2015
6:00 p.m.

SUMNER COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING
COMMITTEE ROOM # 112
355 N. BELVEDERE DRIVE
GALLATIN, TN.  37066

MEMBERS PRESENT:					MEMBERS ABSENT:
MARK MCKEE, JR. CHAIRMAN
BRUCE RAINEY, VICE-CHAIRMAN
SANDY WEBSTER
DON DICKERSON
JOHN WESLEY JONES

STAFF PRESENT: 
LISA DUNAGAN-DIORIO, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

STAFF ABSENT:
RODNEY JOYNER, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND STORMWATER


MOTION FOR APPROVAL OF THE JUNE MINUTES BY MS. WEBSTER, SECONDED BY MR. DICKERSON.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.


1.Lori Hover aka Lori Littig was requesting a lot size variance of 0.059 of an acre to bring this property into conformance.  Subject property is located at 100 Rhodes Private Lane, Hendersonville, Tn., is on Tax Map 117, Parcel 10.01, contains .89 of an acre and is zoned R1A.
This is a public hearing and was advertised in the Gallatin News on June 18, 2015. The adjoining property owners were notified by certified mail.

Lori Hoover and Thomas Hoover came forward to represent and explain their request. 
Mr. Hoover explained that he wanted to build a garage on his property, but his permit was denied due to the fact his lot was non-conforming.  He stated that the house was permitted in 1986; the garage was permitted in 1992 or 1994; and the swimming pool was permitted in 2010.

Mr. Rainey declared that he did some work on the adjoining property in the late 1990’s.  

Mr. Hover stated that this property was traced back to it being this size property since the mid 1970’s.
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Chairman McKee opened the floor for the public hearing.  
There was no one present to speak for or against this request.

There was extensive discussion.

Mr. Rainey stated that the County has issued permits for the last twenty years, and have taxed this lot so therefore I am ready to make a motion.

Motion to grant the lot size variance by Mr. Rainey, seconded by Mr. Dickerson.  Motion passed unanimously.


2. Kathy L. Butler was requesting a variance from the Sumner County Subdivision Regulations Section 1.113.109 for 15.5 feet of road frontage and access easement for future subdivision of property.  Subject property is located at 245B South Leath Road, Portland, Tn., contains 41.01 acres, and is zoned Agricultural.
This is a public hearing and was advertised in the Gallatin News on June 25, 2015. The adjoining property owners were notified by certified mail.

Mr. and Mrs. Butler came forward to represent and explain this request.  She explained that her daughter and son-in-law want to build a house on their property.  They never knew that they did not have a fifty foot easement.  This issue never came up when they were approved for a building permit. 

Mr. Butler stated that the one acre strip that he bought for the easement was suppose to be 1200 feet by 50 feet.

There was discussion.

Chairman McKee opened the floor for the public hearing.

Sherman D. Williams came forward to state that originally these two parcels were bought from the Dennings’s.  There were four plus acres on the front parcel and a five acre parcel which were all connected and bought at two different times. This is why it is shown as two parcels.

Jean Hudson came forward to state that this land is agricultural and wants to see it stay this way.  She also stated that she had no objection to the Butlers’ daughter building one house on their property.

Debbie Ferguson Witt came forward to express her concerns about the term “subdivision”.  We do not want a subdivision on this property.
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Mr. Rainey asked if they (The Butlers’) had tried to acquire a fifteen and one half (15 ½) foot easement from the Hudson’s.

The Butler’s stated that they had asked the Hudsons’ for an easement and they both stated that they did not want to sell any property at this time.

There was discussion.

Mr. Rainey stated that we have had several cases in the past few years requesting a similar variance that I can recall.  Our policy has been to adhere to it unless it is something that was created prior to our Zoning Resolution, we granted variances then.  I do not recall granting an easement variance for a new home, in fact we have turned some down lately.  I am afraid that if we do grant this we would be doing a disservice to everyone that has come before and that comes after to this body.  I would urge you to try to get more easement, you do not have to buy it.  You could have two dwellings on a fifty (50) foot easement.  He explained that they really should obtain an eighteen (18) foot easement.

Mr. Jones explained to Ms. Hudson that the Butlers would like for you to give them the right to use your driveway on that front property line.

Ms. Hudson stated she was fine with them using this, but she would not give them anything in writing.

Mr. Jones stated that Ms. Hudson could state in writing that they could use her driveway as long as there was only one house built and if they sell the property this would cease.

Motion to deny the request by Mr. Rainey, seconded by Mr. Dickerson.  Motion passed
3 Ayes:  Rainey, Webster and Dickerson
1 No 	 Jones

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Rainey explained that he really wanted the Butlers to be able to build, but if we grant this we would not be treating the rest of the folks in the county fairly.  We would be throwing out our easement laws if we grant this.

Meeting Adjourned at 6:45 p.m.










