
Public	
  Hearing	
  	
  
Re: 	
  New	
  ICC	
  Codes	
  	
  

&	
  	
  
Permit	
  Fee	
  Structure	
  

Tuesday,	
  August	
  11th,	
  2015,	
  @	
  5p	
  
Sumner	
  Co.	
  Admin.	
  Bldg.	
  
Commission	
  Chambers	
  



Codes	
  



At	
  this	
  Ime,	
  Sumner	
  is	
  under	
  .	
  .	
  . 	
  	
  

•  The	
  2006	
  ICC	
  (InternaIonal	
  Code	
  Council)	
  
Codes	
  
– No	
  plumbing	
  or	
  mechanical	
  fixture	
  inspecIons	
  
– Less	
  strict	
  energy	
  code	
  
– The	
  State	
  inspects	
  electrical	
  and	
  will	
  conInue	
  to	
  
do	
  so	
  



Why	
  can’t	
  we	
  just	
  keep	
  the	
  2006s?	
  

•  Sumner	
  Co.	
  is	
  out	
  of	
  compliance	
  
•  The	
  State	
  requires	
  a	
  jurisdicIon	
  to	
  maintain	
  
codes	
  that	
  are	
  within	
  seven	
  (7)	
  years	
  of	
  the	
  
latest	
  published	
  code.	
  

•  This	
  means	
  the	
  oldest	
  code	
  we	
  can	
  adopt	
  are	
  
the	
  2009s.	
  	
  



Why	
  not	
  adopt	
  the	
  2009s?	
  

•  If	
  we	
  adopt	
  the	
  2009s,	
  we	
  will	
  have	
  to	
  adopt	
  new	
  
codes	
  in	
  two	
  years.	
  

•  This	
  is	
  not	
  ideal	
  because:	
  
–  It	
  takes	
  Ime	
  for	
  builders	
  and	
  inspectors	
  to	
  become	
  
comfortable	
  with	
  a	
  new	
  code	
  

–  Training	
  costs	
  tax	
  dollars	
  
– AdopIng	
  a	
  new	
  code	
  cycle	
  requires	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  research	
  –	
  
we	
  have	
  been	
  working	
  on	
  this	
  adopIon	
  for	
  over	
  a	
  
year	
  

–  Confusion/misinformaIon	
  
	
  



Why	
  not	
  adopt	
  the	
  2012s?	
  

•  Our	
  research	
  suggests	
  the	
  2012s	
  are	
  quite	
  
strict.	
  

•  The	
  2015s	
  seem	
  to	
  relax	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  more	
  
burdensome/too	
  stringent	
  parts	
  of	
  the	
  2012s.	
  



New	
  Codes	
  Proposal 	
  	
  

•  2009	
  Interna+onal	
  Residen+al	
  Codes,	
  Chapter	
  
11	
  (Energy	
  Efficiency)	
  only	
  	
  



New	
  Codes	
  Proposal	
  Cont. 	
  	
  

•  2015	
  Interna+onal	
  Residen+al	
  Codes	
  excluding	
  the	
  
following:	
   	
  	
  

•  SecIon	
  R309.5 	
  Fire	
  Sprinklers	
  
•  SecIon	
  R313 	
  AutomaIc	
  Fire	
  Sprinkler	
  Systems	
  
•  SecIon	
  R326 	
  Swimming	
  Pools,	
  Spas	
  and	
  Hot	
  Tubs	
  	
  
•  SecIon	
  R404.4 	
  Retaining	
  Walls	
  
•  Chapter	
  11 	
  Energy	
  Efficiency	
  
•  SecIon	
  P2904 	
  Dwelling	
  Unit	
  Fire	
  Sprinkler	
  Systems	
  
•  Part	
  VIII	
   	
   	
  Electrical	
  	
  



New	
  Codes	
  Proposal	
  Cont. 	
  	
  

•  No	
  Referenced	
  Standards	
  in	
  the	
  excluded	
  
porIons	
  are	
  adopted	
  

•  Referenced	
  Standards	
  for	
  porIons	
  not	
  
excluded	
  are	
  adopted	
  



New	
  Codes	
  Proposal	
  Cont. 	
  	
  

•  No	
  appendices	
  are	
  adopted	
  except:	
  
– Appendix	
  M 	
  Home	
  Day	
  Care	
  –	
  R-­‐3	
  Occupancy	
  	
  



New	
  Codes	
  Proposal	
  Cont. 	
  	
  

•  2015	
  Interna+onal	
  Swimming	
  Pool	
  and	
  Spa	
  
Code,	
  SecIons	
  305	
  (Barrier	
  Requirements),	
  
306	
  (Decks),	
  and	
  310	
  (SucIon	
  Entrapment	
  
Avoidance)	
  only	
  	
  



New	
  Codes	
  Proposal	
  Cont. 	
  	
  

•  2015	
  Interna+onal	
  Building	
  Codes;	
  and	
  
•  2015	
  Interna+onal	
  Fuel	
  Gas	
  Code;	
  and	
  
•  2015	
  Interna+onal	
  Mechanical	
  Code;	
  and	
  
•  2015	
  Interna+onal	
  Plumbing	
  Code	
  	
  
•  The	
  above	
  are	
  commercial	
  codes	
  
•  Commercial	
  permits	
  account	
  for	
  approx.	
  2%	
  of	
  
those	
  issued	
  in	
  Sumner	
  Co.	
  



When	
  will	
  the	
  new	
  codes	
  go	
  	
  
into	
  effect?	
  

•  Permits	
  applied	
  for	
  on	
  or	
  aier	
  Thursday,	
  
October	
  1st,	
  2015,	
  will	
  be	
  inspected	
  under	
  the	
  
new	
  codes.	
  



What’s	
  new? 	
  	
  

•  The	
  energy	
  code,	
  in	
  general,	
  is	
  new	
  to	
  the	
  
2009	
  code	
  cycle.	
  

•  We	
  have	
  proposed	
  to	
  adopt	
  the	
  2009	
  to	
  give	
  
everyone	
  Ime	
  to	
  get	
  comfortable	
  with	
  the	
  
idea	
  of	
  an	
  energy	
  code.	
  

•  The	
  2012	
  energy	
  code	
  is	
  very	
  strict;	
  the	
  2015	
  
is	
  somewhat	
  relaxed.	
  



What’s	
  new?	
  Cont.	
  

•  Energy	
  code	
  cont.	
  
•  We	
  will	
  have	
  to	
  adopt	
  a	
  new	
  energy	
  code	
  in	
  
two	
  (2)	
  years	
  

•  By	
  this	
  Ime,	
  the	
  2017	
  ICC	
  Codes	
  will	
  be	
  
published.	
  
– Hopefully,	
  there	
  will	
  be	
  some	
  common	
  sense	
  
adjustments	
  to	
  the	
  energy	
  code	
  in	
  the	
  2017s.	
  

	
  



What’s	
  new?	
  Cont.	
  

•  Energy	
  code	
  cont.	
  
•  R-­‐value	
  and	
  stud	
  depth	
  
•  No	
  blower	
  door	
  test	
  in	
  the	
  2009	
  energy	
  code	
  



What’s	
  new?	
  Cont.	
  

•  Plumbing	
  and	
  mechanical	
  inspecIons	
  by	
  
Sumner	
  Co.	
  

•  Why?	
  
– The	
  State	
  requires	
  this.	
  
– No	
  one	
  (that’s	
  doing	
  it	
  correctly	
  in	
  the	
  first	
  place)	
  
should	
  be	
  negaIvely	
  affected	
  by	
  this	
  change.	
  

– Cross-­‐contaminaIon	
  concerns	
  



What’s	
  new?	
  Cont.	
  

•  Swimming	
  pool	
  inspecIons	
  
– Fences	
  around	
  the	
  pool	
  with	
  a	
  self-­‐closing	
  gate	
  
are	
  required	
  

– No-­‐slip	
  decking	
  
– SucIon	
  entrapment	
  avoidance	
  
– These	
  are	
  all	
  simply	
  common	
  sense,	
  safety	
  
precauIons	
  for	
  the	
  pool’s	
  owner	
  and	
  their	
  
neighbors	
  



Permit	
  Fee	
  Structure	
  



At	
  this	
  Ime,	
  Sumner	
  is	
  under	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  

•  The	
  Southern	
  Code	
  Congress	
  (SCC)	
  building	
  
valuaIon	
  data	
  table	
  





New	
  Permit	
  Fee	
  Structure	
  Proposal	
  

•  ICC	
  Building	
  ValuaIon	
  Data	
  Table	
  
– Latest	
  version	
  
– Published	
  semi-­‐annually	
  (February	
  and	
  August)	
  

•  Internally-­‐created	
  schedule	
  for	
  misc.	
  items	
  



When	
  will	
  the	
  new	
  permit	
  fee	
  
structure	
  go	
  into	
  effect?	
  

•  Permits	
  applied	
  for	
  on	
  or	
  aier	
  Thursday,	
  
October	
  1st,	
  2015,	
  will	
  be	
  subject	
  to	
  the	
  new	
  
permit	
  fee	
  structure.	
  



Why	
  do	
  we	
  need	
  a	
  new	
  table?	
  

•  The	
  SCC	
  data	
  table	
  publicaIon	
  no	
  longer	
  
exists	
  	
  
– SCC	
  was	
  absorbed	
  into	
  the	
  ICC	
  

•  The	
  SCC	
  table	
  does	
  not	
  accurately	
  reflect	
  
current,	
  construcIon	
  costs	
  
– SCC	
  table	
  esImates	
  construcIon	
  costs	
  to	
  be	
  
approx.	
  $70	
  per	
  sq.	
  i.	
  







Will	
  permit	
  fees	
  increase?	
  

•  The	
  County	
  Commission	
  will	
  make	
  that	
  
decision	
  probably	
  at	
  the	
  September	
  meeIng.	
  

•  The	
  proposal	
  is	
  to	
  apply	
  a	
  0.004	
  mulIplier	
  to	
  
the	
  construcIon	
  cost	
  reflected	
  on	
  the	
  ICC	
  BVD	
  
Table.	
  
– This	
  proposal	
  does	
  increase	
  permit	
  fees	
  

•  Fees	
  have	
  not	
  increased	
  since	
  2003	
  –	
  12	
  years	
  
	
  



The	
  new	
  data	
  table	
  is	
  a	
  must.	
  

•  Using	
  the	
  ICC	
  BVD	
  Table,	
  the	
  Commission	
  can	
  
set	
  the	
  fee	
  mulIplier	
  at	
  a	
  percentage	
  that	
  
keeps	
  the	
  permit	
  fees	
  almost	
  the	
  same	
  as	
  the	
  
current	
  ones	
  	
  

•  We	
  need	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  building	
  valuaIon	
  data	
  
table	
  that	
  is	
  actually	
  sIll	
  in	
  existence.	
  

•  The	
  ICC	
  BVD	
  Table	
  is	
  the	
  industry	
  standard	
  
and	
  many	
  ciIes	
  in	
  the	
  County	
  already	
  use	
  it.	
  



How	
  does	
  the	
  ICC	
  BVD	
  Table	
  work?	
  

•  Sq.	
  i.	
  x	
  construcIon	
  cost	
  per	
  sq.	
  i	
  x	
  mulIplier	
  
•  2,500	
  x	
  $112.65	
  x	
  0.004	
  =	
  $1,126.50	
  





Why	
  increase	
  permit	
  fees?	
  

•  Fund	
  plumbing	
  and	
  mechanical	
  inspector	
  
•  User	
  versus	
  tax	
  payers,	
  in	
  general	
  
•  Department	
  improvements	
  
•  Rapid	
  growth	
  in	
  the	
  area	
  



How	
  can	
  we	
  improve	
  	
  
the	
  Building	
  &	
  Codes	
  Department?	
  

•  Is	
  there	
  anything	
  the	
  Building	
  &	
  Codes	
  
department	
  isn’t	
  doing	
  that	
  you	
  want?	
  
– Online	
  permimng?	
  
– Faster	
  turn	
  around	
  Ime	
  on	
  inspecIons?	
  

	
  



Open-­‐Door	
  Policy	
  

•  We	
  want	
  to	
  do	
  what	
  is	
  in	
  the	
  best	
  interest	
  of	
  
the	
  ciIzens	
  while	
  staying	
  in	
  line	
  with	
  the	
  law.	
  

•  Anyone	
  with	
  concerns	
  can	
  feel	
  free	
  to	
  talk	
  
with	
  Marshall	
  Wright	
  or	
  Erika	
  Porter.	
  

•  We	
  want	
  input	
  and	
  feedback	
  throughout	
  this	
  
process.	
  



Thank	
  you.	
  

Marshall	
  Wright	
  –	
  615/452-­‐1467	
  
Erika	
  Porter	
  –	
  615/451-­‐6060	
  


